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INTKODUCTION. 

" Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints." It is scarcely for 
us to comprehend the full meaning of this 
remarkable expression ; but we may learn 
from it, that the event which on earth is 
esteemed of all others the most gloomy 
and painful^ in heaven is regarded as most 
joyous and precious. 

Death delivers a fallen creature from a 
scene of conflict, sin, and trial. We may 
therefore suppose that a believer^s death 
is precious in the " sight of" One who sees 
more clearly than we do the dangers that 
surround us. Death delivers a suflferer 
from a state of sorrow, disease, and misery. 
We may for that reason, also, judge it 
precious " in the sight of" one who looks 
on us with an eye of compassion and 
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sympathy. Death is the event whose 
approach is preceded by great decay of 
physical and mental powers — "the flesh 
and the heart fail:" it is therefore an 
event, to prepare for which* greater grace 
from above, and strength in Jesus, is 
needed and bestowed. We may therefore 
also judge it precious in the sight of the 
Lord, who never beholds such a need 
but more abundantly to supply it. Death 
is the occasion not only of the liberation 
of a soul from the bondage of the flesh, 
but of its reception, also, into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. We may 
therefore also suppose it " precious in the 
sight of the Lord," when by it he sees of 
the travail of his soul, and is satisfied. 
The death then of a believer, since it is 
precious in the Lord's sight, khA pleasurable^ 
indeed, in the sight of those to whom 
it " is gain," and who have a " desire 
to depart, and be with the Lord, which is 
far better," ought not to be altogether a 
painful event to us. We should view it 
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as the cessation of a season of evil, as 
victory after conflict, as security after 
apparent uncertainty, as the entrance into 
a rest of unknown blessedness, of a soul 
thai had been subject to unknown weari- 
ness. Few know how much the rest is 
needed, but those who long for it; and none 
can tell how much they gain in it, but 
those who have entered upon it. Precious 
then with us, as with the Lord, should 
that event be, which completes the puri- 
fication of the metal which the Lord has 
cast into the furnace. Precious, because 
then the trying process is fully accom- 
plished, and the metal comes forth as gold 
separated from every particle of earthly 
dross, as a vessel meet for the master's 
use. Precious, indeed^ has the metal 
itself then become, "in the sight of" Him 
who has watched it from the first with a 
careful eye, and who only removes it from 
the fire when "his work is perfect," when 
the metal attains its full value, and is 
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"made," in all respects, "meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light" 

A memoir is here presented to the 
public, of one whose death brought forci- 
bly to the mind of the writer of this 
Introduction^ the words of holy writ with 
which it commences. He felt, when, at a 
distance, he heard of the departure of his 
dear young friend, that David's death 
was invested with a preciousness which 
made it more the subject of joy than 
sorrow. If there be indeed joy in heaven 
when the everlasting doors are lifted up 
for the reception of such a soul, why 
should there be only gloom on earth ? If 
there be only rejoicing above, why should 
there be only mourning below ? A family 
had been bereaved of one who promised 
to be its ornament and support, a mother 
of an affectionate son, sisters of an ami- 
able brother — such a loss could not but 
" call for weeping ;" but surviving re- 
latives who knew the preciousness of 
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David's gain, found reason to "sorrow 
not even as others who have no hope," for 
they could see more than a gleam of joy 
tinging this dark dispensation. The cloud 
in which they entered, was not a gloomy 
one; but, like that which overshadowed 
the disciples on the Mount of Transfigu- 
ration, it was "a bright cloud" — "they 
feared when they entered into the cloud ; " 
yet there was " a voice " heard from it 
which dispelled fear and directed them to 
Jesus, saying — " Hear ye him." The 
death of the saint, then, is also precious 
from the hallowed blessing it brings and 
leaves in the house it visits. How often, 
during the impressive season which pre- 
cedes and follows the death of a saint, is the 
force of Jacob's declaration felt by those 
who surround the dying bed — " Surely the 
Lord is in this place ! this is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven." 

But while a peaceful departure such 

as David's, is regarded as in sll respects so 

a2 
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precious, it should not be forgotten that 
this very circumstance of its precwusness 
invests it with a sacredness and solemnity 
which forbids an incautious publicity. 

The retired scenes of a dying chamber 
are not those into which we should intro- 
duce thoughtless spectators. To the 
most watchful observers who wait upon a 
saint when ripening for glory, little, and 
at best but very little, is evident of that deep, 
inward, and hidden work which is sancti- 
fying the soul, and preparing it for glory; 
it consists of secret intercourse between 
the soul and Jesus, and a silent operation 
of the Holy Spirit on the heart This great 
work is sometimes faintly manifested in 
an audible prayer, or expressed in the 
utterance of praise; yet even these, though 
they but feebly indicate the depth and 
reality of the work that is going on within, 
are of a nature too precious to be com- 
mitted to the public without due considera- 
tion and earnest prayer. That narratives 
of dying hours are sometimes needlessly 
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made public, the writer is too painfully 
conscious ; and that in them the subject of 
grace is exalted more than the Saviour^ or 
the work of grace in the sinner unduly mag- 
nified, when self-abasement was the only 
feeling which the sufiering believer would 
have dared to express, the writer fears, 
also, is too often the case. The present 
memoir, however, after due consideration, 
he cannot but view in a totally different 
light ; it is not only the memorial of 
affection from near relatives of the de- 
ceased, but it is also the simple narrative 
of the gradual unfolding of the truth 
on a young believer's mind. What was 
said to David, will show the reader the 
gospel path through which he was led; 
what was said by David, will show how, 
as he travelled this path, he went from 
" strength to strength," and gathered 
more and more of those precious fruits 
which prepared him for the paradise of 
God. David's youth gives his memoir 
an especial claim on the attention of the 
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young. The most prominent impression 
on the writer's mind is, that he wasanoble- 
minded Christian boy ; his example there- 
fore proves that true religion, itself en- 
nobling, is not incompatible with what is 
thought manly in the youthful character. 
His remarkable patience under the priva- 
tion of all the worldly gratifications of 
youth, his deliberate choice of Divine 
things, together with his increasing de- 
light in them, sets him forth as an exam- 
ple seldom to be found at so early an 
age. 

But it is not as an example only of a 
patient sufferer, or even as a triumphant 
believer, that the writer would recom- 
mend David as a pattern; for, like the 
converted Saul, he is a pattern chiefly not 
of what is done by man, but what is done 
FOR man ; a pattern of the power, and 
grace, and workmanship of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in accepting, forgiving, and sancti- 
fying the soul ; " for this cause " he " ob- 
tained mercy, that in" him " Jesus Christ 
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might show forth all long-suffering, for 
a pattern to them which should hereafter 
believe on him to life everlasting.^^ The 
little work is therefore sent forth with 
many fervent prayers, that the blessing 
of the Lord will so accompany this exhi- 
bition of the work of grace in David's' 
soul, and of the extreme peace which it 
brought him at last, that it may encour- 
age survivors, and especially those who 
are seeking him early^ to desire a more 
intimate knowledge of Jesus, a fuller 
enjoyment of his grace, a richer indwell- 
ing of his word, and a more complete 
preparation for his glory. 

S. C. B. 

COLCHESTEB^ Feb. 1846. 
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There is something peculiarly touching, even 
to a mind of ordinary sensibility, connected 
with the place where lie ^^the graves of a 
household," No doubt every little green 
mound in the churchyard, beneath which is 
deposited the former tabernacle of a living 
«oul, cannot but be regarded by us with 
solemn interest. But when we visit a spot, 
where several members of one family sleep 
together side by side, a train of peculiarly 
tender emotions arises in the heart. We 
naturally think of them as once dwelling 
under the same roof — worshipping at the 
same family altar — Abound to each other by 



rr €.._*Lr:z_r -It* r "ir-iZS.. icti CjT *^^"" 






•^ "H *^ "7 -ii ju iCcIl * 



X'^ ^- i :r-:& ~ -i tj 3n.i:ir:2L ▼tn^ * ^^^ 

lix. — .:.-r '1 "^r^ T ▼irm ▼^22: -i:*Ti to 
t» ,:rT." t* n ::it? Tmsi* it Jii?- xi'i *^ "^^* 

- ■•'^v 2 -<>*"* . * : * A > II "nr lis sLI'ITSC WShlD 4 

"^ '^'".c art ■»."*"ni^>.r!ir ▼ti*2t lie ec-Id fcaad Oi 

<«v an>'iTi>c ri« mnL?«fr. wiiei covers the 

-fc^H^ /c ^ j:in> w-icoL J:fts25 loved. Kot 

::i*ac -v^ 5ac«Lj£ il^i^uirzii tii$ eiie from the 

^"^ *^ ^^^-^^ aTcit* lie vc>ct of his saving 

Ic^e : Mx 1£3: wif i^,,in? t^ sekct from the 

ati^ S*. iwt:::^^ j*^ l«i*niesss and strength 

v/f* iiis v,>ac2inil ^nM» invest his case vith 



CHAPTEB I. 15 

peculiar interest, and give him special claim 
upon our notice. 

David Tod was bom at Edinburgh on the 
2d April 1829. The purpose, however, for 
which this little work is submitted to the 
public eye, is not to make known his name, 
or the circumstances of his life as the mem- 
ber of an earthly family, but to speak of 
him as one who was adopted into the family 
of Jesus, and who received a new name 
from Him, " of whom the whole fatmly in 
heaven and earth is named" — ^like Jacob, he 
was called by a name which the Lord had 
spoken. His human name testifies his con- 
nexion with the first Adam, and marks him 
to be a sinner. His new name is saini^ and 
marks him to be a child of the second Adam — 
the Lord from heaven. Although, therefore, 
for distinction's sake, we give the name of our 
departed friend, we would wish the reader to 
think as little as possible of all that is human 
about him, except as showing what the Lord 
did for his soul. Our highest wish is, that all 
who read this little book may be drawn to 
the same Saviour who washed David in his 
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the endearing ties of parental and filial affec- 
tion ; and when we compare their present 
altered circumstances with those in which 
they appeared before, we must be solemnly 
impressed by the mournful contrast which 
the society of the parental roof presents to 
the society of the tomb. 

Reader, we could conduct you to such a 
little family of graves as we have described, 
and would invite you to moisten with a tear 
the resting-place of a parent and four of his 
family — the former of whom went down to 
the grave in the prime of life, and was fol- 
lowed in succession by his children, within a 
few years of each other ; all of whom were 
young and promising when the cold hand of 
death laid them in an early tomb. 

In that little group of churchyard mounds, 
we would call upon you to mark particularly 
one amongst the number, which covers the 
ashes of a lamb whom Jesus loved. Not 
that we should distinguish this one from the 
rest, as being alone the object of his saving 
love ; but him we desire to select from the 
number, because the brightness and strength 
of his youthful grace invest his case with 
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peculiar interest, and give him special claim 
upon our notice. 

David Tod was bom at Edinburgh on the 
2d April 1829. The purpose, however, for 
which this little work is submitted to the 
public eye, is not to make known his name, 
or the circumstances of his life as the mem- 
ber of an earthly family, but to speak of 
him as one who was adopted into the family 
of Jesus, and who received a new name 
from Him, " of whom the whole famUy in 
heaven and earth is named" — like Jacob, he 
was called by a name which the Lord had 
spoken. His human name testifies his con- 
nexion with the first Adam, and marks him 
to be a sinner. His new name is sainty and 
marks him to be a child of the second Adam — 
the Lord from heaven. Although, therefore, 
for distinction's sake, we give the name of our 
departed friend, we would wish the reader to 
think as little as possible of all that is human 
about him, except as showing what the Lord 
did for his soul. Our highest wish is, that all 
who read this little book may be drawn to 
the same Saviour who washed David in his 
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precious blood, and now holds him as a bright 
jewel in his crown in the heavens. 

David was naturally a very promising child, 
and his friends looked forward with the 
deepest interest to his future career. When 
very young, he was visited with an illness 
which threatened to carry him to the grave ; 
yet he recovered from it ; for the Lord, whose 
we believe he was from all eternity, had yet 
to show forth his mighty power in plucking 
him as a brand from the burning. 

From what we have already said, it will be 
perceived that David belonged to a family 
whom the Lord has afflicted. His early days 
were spent in comparatively happy circum- 
stances, until within a few years of his death, 
when he was called to suffer severe trials, aris- 
ing partly from the loss of dear friends. After 
he grew to an age when he could reflect, perhaps 
the loss of his relatives may have had some 
influence in leading him to that Saviour who 
sticketh closer to his people than any brother. 
Certain it is, that when very young, and, as it 
seemed, utterly careless about his soul, it ap- 
peared that he was accustomed to think 
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much upon all that passed around him. There 
are in the possession of his family a number 
of short meditations which he composed when 
little more than nine years of age, many of 
which relate to the shortness of life, and the 
uncertainty of earthly blessings. They are 
written in the language of a child, but many 
of the thoughts which they contain are 
worthy of a much more advanced period of 
life. The following is a specimen of the 
reflections of this young enquirer : — 

" When we are in business, we ought to 
thank God for enjoying good health. We 
ought not first to begin to our business, but 
we ought first to thank God for the comforts of 
the bygone night ; and we ought to pray to 
God, and to sing his praise morning and 
evening, and read the word of God, and pray 
for him to strengthen us. We should never 
break into murmuring when we are in bad 
circumstances ; but we ought to pray to God 
to give us strength to overcome the tempta- 
tion of the evil one, and ever be willing to 
serve God ; and we ought to pray for a new 
heart and a right spirit. We ought to keep 
God's commandments for ever in our memory. 
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and if we cannot, we ought to pray to God to 
bring them to our recollection ; and we ought 
never to be dull when our God is ever near 
to those who are in his way, and draw near 
to the throne of God. Some may be happy, 
but there is no happiness like the happiness of 
heaven hereafter, in the city of the New Jeru- 
salem — ^the streets are paved with gold, and the 
river of life is running by the side of the golden 
streets. Wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leadeth to destruction ; but strait 
is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth 
unto life and salvation. Some are ready to 
do worldly affairs in this life, but few are 
ready to die^ How many die in a few 
moments that never have time to prepare ! 
We should always be ready to die, W0 
should eat the bread of life, and drink the 
water thereof. We ought not to keep com- 
pany, nor waste our time. We never get time 
to waste ; but time is the most valuable 
privilege we enjoy. How many are led astray 
by reading novels — others, by keeping bad 
company? The difference between the 
righteous and the unrighteous is this — the 
one is of a godly mind, and the other is of an 
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ungodly mind. How many Sabbath-breakers 
are there in the world I * * Thousands 
go astray more than those who go to heaven. 
When sinners once go astray, they never can 
reach the wished-for haven." 

The other meditations are written in a 
similar strain, and they are all on subjects 
of a serious nature. It was well that his 
thoughts were led into this channel. It was 
God who in his providence led him to think 
of these things ; and, as his mind was thus 
brought into contact with Divine truth, this 
may have been a step to his conversion. 

The following lines on the Sabbath were 
written by him at the age of twelve, and we 
select this out of a number of pieces he 
wrote on different subjects : — 

SABBATH. 

This is the day of rest to man^ 

Which God did in his mercy make^ 

That in it we might praise his name. 
And from that day a new course take. 

That day we hear God's gospel preached — 
Though very old, yet very true ; 

b2 
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And read that gospel when we may. 
We always find there something new. 

In it are lessons for the old. 

The young, the thoughtless, and the gay ; 
There is a word for sinner bold. 

To turn him from his wicked way. 
In every chapter there is truth. 

And wisdom does each line unfold ; 
In it are treasures greater far 

Than silver bright, or purest gold. 

A father's pity there we find, 

A Saviour's love we see there too : 
He bade us have a humble mind. 

And said — as I do, so do you. 
In reading that blest book, we ought 

To learn a lesson from each line. 
And bear in mind our God's command, — 

The day of sacred rest is mine ! 

We cannot tell when the Spirit first began 
to deal with his soul, neither is this necessary. 
God's works are, like himself, incomprehen- 
sible. " Who can by searching find out God ? 
Wbo can find out the Almighty unto per- 
fection ? " 

^* He moves in a mysterious way. 
His wonders to perform ; " 
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and, as this is true of his works in general, 
it is no less true of his work of grace upon 
the heart. He often begins to save souls 
long before we see any traces of his oper- 
ations ; for the seed sown springs and grows 
up we " know not how." — (Mark iv. 27.) 
It is enough for us that we are able to point 
to the evidences of a real change of heart 
in ourselves or others, although we should 
be unable to tell when or how that change 
took place. Beader! you are not required 
to give an account of the time or place or 
means of your new birth ; but yom: enquiry 
should be— « Am I Christ's ? "— " Am I bom 
again, and made a new creature in Christ 
Jesus, justified by his blood, sanctified by his 
spirit?'' 

It is probable that many circumstances 
were employed by the Holy Spirit in pro- 
ducing a change on the soul of the subject of 
this memoir. 

When very yoimg, he derived great plea- 
sure from reading some of the historical por- 
tions in the Bible. He was deeply impressed 
with the victory hia namesake David gained 
over the Philistine ; and he has been known 
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to Sit for a long time pondering this subject. 
Sometimes he would make remarks and en- 
quire minutely into every particular ; at other 
times he would appear as if lost in wonder 
at the issue of the fight. 

It was about this time that he was sitting 
one evening with one of his sisters, reading 
the account of Hannah's dedication of Samuel. 
While making his remarks on this subject, in 
which he seemed much interested, she observed 
— " David, would yott like to be dedicated to 
God ? " " Yes," was his reply ; *' but how 
can it be done ? ** Having been informed 
that it must be by prayer, they knelt down 
together, and David was given up to the 
Lord. Who can tell what a blessed effect 
this may have produced on his young mind ? 
It is certain that the remembrance of it never 
left him ; and long afterwards, at the com- 
mencement of his illness, he thought and 
spoke of this sweet and solemn transaction. 

When he was about eleven or twelve years 
of age, he manifested a strong desire to be 

taken to Sabbath school, where two 

of his sisters were teachers, one of whom 
went before him to an early grave. Hearing 
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they had not a sufficient supply of teachers, 
little David volunteered his services. Being 
told he was too young, his reply was — ** I 
shall only teach a few of the little boys who 
cannot read, the Lord's prayer and some little 
hymns ; surely I may do that ? " For some 
time, brother and sisters went to the school 
together; and the youthful labourers may 
still be remembered by those who were then 
engaged in the same delightful exercise. 
David and Catherine, who taught there to- 
gether, now sleep side by side in the church- 
yard. She was his senior only by two years. 
They were lovely and pleasant in their lives, 
and in their death they were not divided. It 
is left for us to hope, that they who once 
walked side by side to the Sabbath school, 
and there sought to feed the lambs of Jesus' 
flock, are now walking together in the green 
pastures, and beside the still waters, of the 
Paradise of God. 

Long before his conversion, David attended 
with the utmost exactness to his religious 
duties. He was taught to pray to God and 
read his Bible, and these duties he regularly 
observed. It may here be remarked, that 
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young although he was, it was his custom to 
retire by himself for prayer, before he went 
to this Sabbath class. Youthful reader ! be 
ready and wUling to follow the right path, as 
David was. He was taught when very y oimg to 
repeat a grace before taking his food, and again 
to return thanks after each meal ; and at his own 
request it was written upon a piece of paper 
which he carried in his pocket. Before eating 
his food, he was seen to take out the slip from 
his pocket, read it over by way of refreshing 
his memory, then fold it up and return it 
carefully to its place ; after which he would 
audibly, in a solemn tone of voice, ask the 
blessing, and afterwards, at the end of his 
meal, return thanks. 

When he committed a fault, he was always 
ready to acknowledge it, and to make re- 
paration. On these occasions, he was taught 
to retire and ask forgiveness of God for the 
offence, a duty which he was always ready to 
perform. Often when he thought he had given 
offence to any of his friends, he was observed 
to retire to ask forgiveness of God. 

There was, however, as yet, no decided 
evidence of a change of heart having passed 
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Upon little David. He was still in his natu- 
ral state. It does seem, however, that the 
Spirit of God was dealing with his soul. 
While his private duties of prayer and read- 
ing the Bible were regularly performed, there 
seemed to be some life in the performance of 
them. 

Perhaps the good seed was even now taking 
root in his heart, although the fruit had not 
yet begun to appear. The Lord Jesus, we 
may well believe, was at this time secretly 
drawing dear David to himself. The work 
of the Spirit at this time was not perceptible 
to us ; but we dare not say that He was not 
engaged in carrying on a work of grace in 
David's soul. His friends had anxiously 
sought to bring him to Jesus, and, in ad- 
dition to their exertions on his behalf, the 
Lord seems to have blessed the instructions 
and counsels of his teacher, Mr Gumming 
of the Edinburgh Academy. David was 
under that gentleman's instructions for two 
years, and to him he was greatly attached. 
He often spoke with gratitude of the pains 
which Mr C. took in leading his mind to 
an acquaintance, not merely with classical 
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learning, but with that higher and nobler 
wisdom which teaches man his duty to God 
and his own soul. 

It was not, however, until the end of 1843, 
when he was seized with the illness which 
terminated in his death, that he gave decisive 
evidence of being the Lord's. At that time 
he was visited with a severe cough and 
spitting of blood, and all the symptoms of 
consumption. For some time previously, his 
health had occasionally given way, and his 
attendance at his classes had been often inter- 
rupted ; but it was not till this period that 
he gave certain indications of being on his 
way to an early grave. At this time the 
Lord's purpose of mercy, in regard to David, 
was clearly seen. One evening, while suffer- 
ing extremely from pain in his side, he called 
his sister to come beside him. Having sat up 
in his bed, he addressed her nearly as follows, 
his face all the while lighted up with more 

than its usual animation : — " E y this pain 

has not come by chance — it is God who has 
sent it, and it must be well. I do not feel 
unhappy ; because the Lord has sent this to 
me in love, that I may be drawn from 
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thoughtlessness^, and folly, and sin, to himself. 
Yes ! I feel that I have been guilty of each of 
these, and require the chastisement at his 
hand." This disclosure was heard with de- 
light, mingled with sorrow only in conse- 
quence of his bodily suffering. He then 
spoke of the scene of his dedication, a subject 
which, up to this moment, had never been 
mentioned ; but she to whom this unexpected 
announcement was made, thought at the time 
that the Lord had accepted him. 

From this time, David continued to seek 
the Lord as one who felt that his eternal all 
was at stake, and depended upon the issue. 
We cannot doubt that his sickness, and 
perhaps the prospect of death, was the means 
of deepening and strengthening his religious 
impressions. His end was drawing near ; yet 
the Lord made the stages of his descent to the 
grave, the stages of his ascent to an eternal 
crown in the heavens. How welcome should 
Jesus be when he comes to take down the 
earthly house, only that he may place the 
precious jewel which it incloses in his 
Father's house in heaven I Something of this 

feeling, we trust, was experienced by David 

c 
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when he gave utterance to the language 
above expressed. 

In May 1844, the young invalid was re- 
moved to the country, where, under the kind 
treatment of friends, he regained a consider- 
able portion of his strength. During all the 
time of his absence, his mind continued in 
the same anxious enquiring state. His Testa- 
ment was his constant companion. Several 
little presents were made to him, which he 
always received as from God^ and not from 
man. 

About this period, although he could not 
be said to have acquired any clear views of 
Jesus and his finished work, he saw and 
lamented the condition of those who cared for 
none of these things. He felt that the salva- 
tion of the soul was the one thing needful; and 
while it is probable that he had not as yet 
got beyond the experience of the anxious 
Jailer,* he could not but pity those who did 
not see even their need of a Saviour. 

After a short residence of two months in 
the country, he returned to Edinburgh about 
the end of July, greatly improved in health. 

* Acts xvi. 30. 
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Hope revived in the hearts of his family when 
they witnessed the improvement which had 
taken place in their much-loved boy. But, 
alas! the fond anticipation of his recovery 
was speedily disappointed. Only a few days 
after his arrival, he was again seized with a 
violent spitting of blood, and it now was 
feared that his sickness was even unto death. 
Those who had been, and still were, anxious 
to preserve the body, now became doubly 
anxious to save the soul. The shell seemed 
t>n the point of falling to pieces ; but a doubt 
remained whether the jewel which it contain- 
ed was in the safe keeping of Jesus. The 
grief of his immediate relatives, rendered 
them unfit for the task of instructing him 
in the truth as it is in Jesus. The Lord, how- 
ever, showed that he was <;aring for the soul 
of David at this period. He who sent Philip 
to instruct the Ethiopian eunuch, sent messen- 
gers to open up the way of salvation more 
fully to this lamb of His flock. In this case, 
as in every other, it was seen that the Lord 
sought David in order that he might savB 
him. This young disciple was given him by 
the Father to redeem^ and he could not perish. 
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David was visited by the Eev. S. C. Baker, 
who was then assisting in the duties of St 
Thomas' Episcopal Chapel, Edinburgh. This 
servant of God opened up to David the way of 
salvation, and his instructions were singularly 
blest to his soul. He repeatedly visited 
him during his illness, and the effect of his 
labours was, that the calm peace of Grod took 
possession of David's soul. 

At an early period of these visits, Mr B. 
was led to read and explain the passage in 
Bom. iii., where a statement is given of 
human guilt and depravity. " In expound- 
ing these verses I endeavoured (writes Mir 
B.) plainly to show him the wickedness and 
guilt of his own heart ; my own feelings re-^ 
coiled from doing so, because I felt that 
comfortable and soothing words would better 
suit the weak state of his body; but I knew it 
was a duty to do so, and endeavoured, there- 
fore, not to spare him by withholding what 
ought to be spoken; though I spoke, of course, 
not in the way of reproach, but to show him 
the truth concerning himself, that he might 
learn how much he needed Christ, and that 
he had nothing to bring to Christ. On leaving 
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him I said, ^ I fear you have thought me 

severe ; ' he replied, with a very peculiar 

sweetness and sincerity which I shall not 

easily forget — * Oh, no ! I feel very much 

obliged to you ; it is just what I wanted to 

hear.' I trust that the Lord may have made 

some impression with these his own words ; for 

* the entrance of his word giveth hght.' 

Another day I explained most closely Eph. 

ii. 1-3, and especially what it is to be ^ dead 

in trespasses and sins ; ' and I well remember 

how I was helped to my own profit in laying 

open these and the following verses on two 

occasions, and how he seemed ^ to attend to 

the things that were spoken, and to feel their 

power.' " 

This passage, to which reference is made 

in a subsequent letter, was one which always 

deeply impressed David's mind ; and by the 

views he received from these two^portions of 

God's word (Bom. iii. and Eph. ii.,) 'there is 

no doubt but that the work began in its right 

place — the '^ grounds of the heart," which 

were first explored and exposed, and he was 

led to know his full need before he received 

the all-sufficient remedv* 

^ c2 
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We must here notice, also, a circumstance 
which made a deep and salutary impression 
on David's mind. Another friend, Mr S., 
happened, in the providence of God, to be 
called to visit him about the same time with 
Mr Baker, and, in seeking to bring him to 
Jesus, he was led to adopt the same course 
which Mr B. had followed. He also sought 
to exhibit to David his state as a sinner, and 
afterwards to set forth the only and all-suf- 
ficient Saviour provided for the guilty. This 
coincidence — ^natural enough to any one who 
considers the gospel scheme — seemed to be 
singularly blessed to him. Observing that 
two individuals, who had never met, addressed 
him at separate times in almost exactly the 
same terms, he was led to acquiesce in the 

truth delivered as being Divine. " E ," 

said he to his sister when stating the circum- 
stance, **what they said must be true. If 
ever I had a doubt in my mind formerly, I 
can have none now." 

He was again taken to the country, and 
again he seemed to gather strength by the 
change. During his residence in the country 
on this occasion, the Lord was evidently deal- 
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ing with his soul. Shortly before this time, 
he appears to have begun to keep a religious 
diary. Under date 1st September 1844, we find 
the following plan for his devotional duties : — 

" To read one chapter in the Old Testa- 
ment, and one in the New Testament, and a 
prose Psalm, morning and evening. 

" To read a religious book for half an hour 
every morning after Scripture reading, and 
half an hour through the day, and half an 
hour before Scripture reading in the evening. 
To read a Psalm before reading religious book 
through the day. 

" To pray before reading in the morning, 
(during the) day, and after evening reading. 

" To ask a blessing before, and return 
thanks after meals, and to think seriously and 
pray earnestly all day. 

*^ And these, trusting in the strength of 
God, I will do." 

The following are extracts from his diary 
at this period : — 

" September 30. — The whole gospel is 
summed up in this, that we feel our sins — our 
mountains of sin — ^and feel ourselves guilty 
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'^Te must be bom again. There is less 
danger in wounding the innocent than in 
healing deadly woimds slightly. 

" October 17. — We may dislike the storm, 
vet what would the ocean be without it ? but 
one putrid mass, utterly destructive to all life. 



" October 24. — The many good and pre- 
cious lessons to be found in memoirs, will be 
evident to the reader ; but there is also a 
danger of us thinking that our case will be 
the same ; and if we do not receive all those 
gifts of the Spirit which the subject got at 
the time, we might be apt to fall away into 
despair ; but let us consider this very precious 
text — Him that cometh unto me, I will in 
nowise cast out. And also this — I am that 
I jikread sent down from heaven." 

In October 1844, he returned again to 

' aSdinburgh greatly improved in health, which 

continued until the beginning of the year 

1845, when he became worse. StiU his rela- 

^%ons clung to the hope that his youth, and a 

rally good constitution, might overcome 

I^Hie symptoms which had alarmed them ; but 

last they were compelled to relinquish all 
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hope of his ultimate recovery. He sank gra- 
dually under the weight of his disease, until 
the hour of his departure arrived. We beheld 
this lovely lily of Jesus' garden, gradually 
drooping and withering, and at last we saw the 
Great Vinedresser come into His garden, and 
gently pluck its root from the dust, that he 
might plant it in the paradise above. 

But, ere we take leave of this lily, we must 
endeavour to set before the reader some of 
the beauties wherewith Jesus adorned it ere 
He took it to himself. 
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CHAPTEK n. 

Several letters from Mr Baker to David are 
now before us, and we cannot avoid noticing 
the line of instruction, which, by the blessing 
of the Spirit, brought peace to his soul. For 
this purpose we insert the following letter ; 
and it should be remarked that every por- 
tion of Scripture referred to in the letter, 
was most carefully and repeatedly examined 
by him. 

" Mt dear Friend — My desire for your 
spiritual establishment and growth, induces 
me to spend a short time this evening in 
penning a few lines on what has formed 
the basis of our conversation lately, viz. — 
(£ph. ii.) I think it well to jix owr minds 
steadfastly on some particular portion which 
the Spirit of God seems especially to have 
brought before us, and for the present, I 
think, none is more suitable than the richly 
instructive chapter — (£ph. ii.) No human 
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statements or explanations can equal those 
presented by the Divine word ; for the pure 
word is the true food for the soul — ^the true 
seedy which, when deposited in the heart, and 
watered by the Spirit, produces life and fruit- 
fulness. There are two distinct portions in 
this chapter ; viz. — verses 1-10 show what we 
were, deady but now alive through him who 
died for us ; and verses 11-22 take another 
view, and show that we were out of Christ, 
not in covencmtf not at peace with God, and 
not near to God ; but now in Christ we are 
brought into covenant, are made at peace, and 
are brought nigh — so that (verses 19-22) we 
become fellow-citizens with the saints, and are 
lively stones of the spiritual house. 

" It forms a key to the delightful truths 
of the chapter, to observe that from v. 1-10 
the Apostle views our past and present state 
in one light, and from v. 11-22 in another 
light. May the Holy Spirit illuminate your 
heart, and enable you to discern yowrself as 
depicted in the first few verses ! Remember, 
my dear friend, we all were thus * children 
of disobedience,' and * children of wrath' — 
^ s&rvants of sin.' — (Rom. vi, 16.) We all 
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were dead and undeserving ; yes, condemned 
and hell-deserving, and in such a state should 
have perished — had not our downward course 
been arrested ; our corrupt nature, our sinful 
life, our rebellious hearts, and the broken law 
of God, all were against us — all combined to 
consign us to deserved wrath ; * But ' — How 
truly precious are these * Buts ! ' (verse 4.) — 
But God in the riches of his mercy, from 
mere love, gave us life when in this dead 
state-— the condemnation of the killing law 
was removed by the blood of Christ — (Eph. 
i. 7 ; 1 Peter i. 18, and ii. 24 ;) and not 
only so, but grace «up6rabounded above our 
sin to such a degree, that we not only re- 
ceive life, but also access to God and a title 
to heaven. ' We are raised up together, (with 
Christ,) and are made to sit together (with 
him) in heavenly places;' not only are we 
freely redeemed from hell through the righte- 
ousness of Christ, but fully received also into 
heaven— (See Rom. v. 8, 10, 15, 17, 20, 21 ; 
also, Ezek. xvi. 5, 6, 8, and 9.) Now observe, 
dear friend, how enduring this blessing is. 
Angels rejoice now in it — (Luke ii. 13, 14 ; 
XV. 7, 10;) — ^with their faces towards the 
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mercy-seat, they desire to look more deeply 
into it — (1 Peter i. 12 ; and Exod. xxv. 20- 
22.) But that is not all ; * for ages to come ' he 
will show the exceeding riches of his grace,' 
in his kindness towards us through Christ 
Jesus, (Eph. ii. 7 ; iii. 10 ;) and this will 
afford subject for ceaseless praise to the Lamb, 
not only for those who have been redeemed 
by his blood — ^(Rev. L 5, 6 ; and v, 9, 10,) 
— ^but also to those who are (so to speak) mere 
lookers-on. — (See Rev. v. 11, 12.) 

" Thus you see it is all of grace — verse 8 — 
grace on God's part, but faith on ours ; not 
that faith deserves it, or is a good work that 
merits grace ; but faith is the way of taking 
hold of this — (Isaiah xxvii. 5) — ^faith is the 
sinner's hand stretched out to receive this ; but 
this act of faith is ^ not of ourselves, it is the 
gift of God.' In verse 9, all claim for good 
works is renounced — (Gal. iii. 10 ; Titus iii. 
5.) Yet if we have by faith received the 
gift of pardon, and life in Christ, there will 
assuredly be an inward change, a new creation 
— (2 Cor. V. 17 ; Eph. iv. 24) — and an out- 
ward performance of what is good and accept- 
able to God. — (See verse 10.) God changes 



CHAPTER II. 41 



those he chooses ; * we are his workmanship/ 
&c. — (See Phil. ii. 13 ; also Article xi. and 
xii. of the Church of England Prayer-Book.) 

** I have thus, my dear friend, endeavoured 
to direct you through a part of this chapter ; 
and I trust that, having leisure, you will 
search out the passages referred to ; and that, 
taught by the Divine Spirit, you will be able 
to receive these truths in their application 
to yourself. 

" May you know your own heart, feel your 
deep need, be filled with strong desires for 
Christ, and experience the peace and satisfac- 
tion which result from faith in the atonement. 
I cannot wish you a higher blessing ; and, as 
you have time on hand, I shall be glad to 
receive, when you feel desirous to write, a few 
lines expressive of your feelings and desires, 
— and believe me, my dear friend, most truly 

yours, 

" Steph. C. Baker." 

The following was the reply which David 
wrote to this letter. We give it as an instance 
of his simple and unaffected mode of express- 
ing his thoughts and feelings, as well as a 
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proof of his diffidence, and the difficulty* he 
felt in responding, with satisfaction to himself 
to the above searching and precious letter. 
May all who read this book be led to search 
into the sacred truths which Mr B.'s letter 
contains, so that it may be blessed to them 
even as it was to David ! 

"Mt dear Sir, — I have been much de- 
lighted by your letter, which was fuU of in- 
struction ; at the close of it, you request me to 
state my desires, &c. My first desire is to live 
wholly to Gody recognising his hand in every 
action in life. I need special strength to support 
my soul, as a body requires nourishing food, 
which want I constantly pray may be supplied 
from the fountain of living waters which is 
opened to the Israel of God. The Israel of God 
are as many as believe on the Lord Jesus for 
the pardon of their sins, and growth in grace. 
Faith is another of my ^reat wants ; in this 
I am very deficient, and feel that my prayer 
ought continually to be, ' Lord, increase my 

* We belieye tiiat this letter, though written 
and addressed to Mr Baker, was never forwarded 
till after David's death. 
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faith/ Another want, which I wish I felt 
more, is a fighting with sin and the world* 
I wish ever to be very jealous over myself, 
and fear constantly that I don't fight enough. 
I need also a very large view of my sins, 
which I have only at times. On this point I 
feel I am in many respects ignorant. By 
letting you know my many wants, you will 
be able to direct me to the right means of sup- 
plying them, and also to let me know the way 
to avoid sin. Of my secret sins I fear I know 
little, but make them an object of constant 
prayer. Many of my dark seasons come from 
some want of knowledge wherein wholly con- 
sist these glooms ; but which, I trust, you will 
be able to dispel, by pointing out to me some 
Divine truth which may come home to me 
through the influence of the Spirit. I trust, 
that as to the many evils with which I am 
surrounded, they will be as the morning cloud 
and early dew, Which pass away. My delight 
at present is the thought of having put my 
hand to the plough ; and that, by prayer and 
constant watching, I shall be strengthened not 
to go back, but run in the ways of the Lord 

without being weary. This is an esiceeding 

d2 
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great reward. My desire is what Paul recom- 
mends to the Corinthians — "Whether I eat 
or drink, or whatsoever I do, I may do aU to 
the glory of God." I am sorry I cannot 
make a more full explanation of my thoughts. 
My education being so often interrupted, I 
have not yet studied composition, in conse- 
quence of which I am not able more fully to 
express my thoughts on paper, but will be 
most happy, when you favour me with another 
visit) to tell you all. May that be very soon! 
I send this merely to show to you something of 
my meaning. I cannot thank you enough 
for your kind letter, and trust you will be 
rewarded by our Father for this, your labour 
of love. I trust, in the strength of God, ever 
to remain your humble pupil in the Lord." 

David's views of Divine things now became 
every day more clear and refreshing. From 
day to day the light of God, the Holy Ghost, 
shone upon the truths which he read in his 
Bible, and, in meditating upon them, his soul 
was elevated far above the things of tune. Often 
he has been found sitting alone in this delight- 
ful occupation, seemingly lost in wonder and 
amazement at the love of God to poor sinners. 
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The Lord had done great things for his soul. 
There was for him no condemnation ; and all 
that intervened between him and the crown 
of glory was a short period of the light afflic- 
tion, and a brief experience of the Christian 
warfare, both to fit him for receiving the 
crown and palm of victory from the great 
Captain of Salvation* His path was now seen 
to be as the morning light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. 

He seems to have intended to keep up the 
journal of his experience, formerly noticed. 
Under date 17th January 1845, we find the 
following entry — ** This morning had a great 
disposition for worldliness — ^read and prayed 
— great darkness ; this is all my own fault. 
God is ever right. Wish to feel that I am 
totally dependent on God's mercy for all 
things. Tolerably good health — this is great 
cause of thankfulness/' 

He loved solitude, for then he felt himself 
to be most alone with God. It was his 
practice to spend most of his time in his own 
room ; but, so long as he was able, he joined 
the family for a short time in the evening. 
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On these occasions he spoke little, and showed 
the utmost aversion to all conversation that 
was calculated to lead his mind away from 
the things of eternity. Often he has been 
remarked to look at his watch as if impatient 
for the hour of retiring ; and, when he returned 
to his own room, he would say, " Now, dear 
mother, I can breathe freely — ^this is my 
little sanctuary.* I am never so happy as 
when here. I love you all very much, but 
enjoy more true delight when alone with 
God than with any of you." On enquiring 
whether he did not feel lonely when he 
awoke during the night, he would reply, 
" Not in the slightest degree — ^indeed, I never 
feel so happy nor so much alone with God 

* Mr B. mentions, that he was frequently struck 
on finding David so much alone, at the enjoyment 
he had in solitude, and his willingness, even with 
the privilege of such society as his own home afford- 
ed to be with none but God. It was often matter 
of surprise that his mind seemed little wearied by 
solitude ; but, when visited, he generally exhibited 
a freshness and vigour of thought, which proved 
that, though alone, he was drinking of living streams^ 
such as gave health and energy to his soul. 
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as in the darkness of midnight^ when no 
human being is near me/' 

And yet he loved the society of all the 
people of God, and longed to have them 
beside him. To those who were admitted to 
his confidence, he was free in opening his 
mind on all occasions. He felt his need of 
instruction ; and, as the prospect of an early 
grave was always before him, he sought, by 
every means in his power, to be made ready 
for standing before the judgment-seat. As 
his end drew nearer, he rarely wished to see 
any but those who spoke to him of Jesus. 

His Bible was his constant companion, and 
he often showed his high value for its precious 
truths by seeking how he might best read it 
to advantage. He was in the practice of 
reading two or three chapters at a time ; but, 
at the suggestion of Christian Mends, he con- 
fined himself to smaller portions, in order that 
he might meditate profitably upon what he 
read. The Bible was his first study in the 
morning. During the day he rarely read 
any other book but his Bible and religious 
books. Sometimes he would remark, " I feel 
little interest in any thing which does not 
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lead me directly to Christ. My time here 
may be short — if so, it is well that I should 
prepare for my change, that I may be ready 
whenever it may come." A friend made him 
a present of " Christ on the Cross/' by the 
Rev. J. Stevenson — a book which gave him 
great delight, and in the simplicity of his 
heart he used to urge his friends to peruse 
it. He had also great delight in reading the 
lives of Brainerd and Martyn. He derived 
great benefit from reading the " Pilgrim's 
Progress." The latter book he often said 
every one ought to read ; and he frequently 
remarked, that he would not have known the 
great variety of ways in which the tempter 
assails God's people had he not read this book. 
As his illness increased he became unable 
to read himself, but his daily portion was read 
to him by his mother or sister out of the 
sacred volume. On these occasions he would 
ask them to pause after they had read a few 
verses, that he might meditate upon what he 
had heard. This dear boy was enabled duly to 
appreciate the much-neglected injunction of 
Jesus — " search," or " scrutinize the Scrip- 
tures." This exercise was not with him as it 
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is, alas ! with many, a mere cursory glance at 
sacred truth. He knew and felt that the beauty 
of Divine truth could never be seen without a 
deep and prayerful study of the sacred volume. 
In reading his Bible, he did so with the 
same care and fixedness of attention as if he 
had been treading among diamonds, and ex- 
pected to light upon a jewel every step he 
took. He used to term the Bible a mine un- 
explored, which men neglected to work. 
Ultimately his hearing became so much im- 
paired by his disease, that he could not listen 
without great fatigue ; but his unquenchable 
thirst for Divine truth still remained. It is 
interesting to mark the plan which he took, in 
order that this obstacle might not staind in the 
way. " Now," he said to one of his friends, 
*' will you write me a long letter in a large 
hand, that I may be able to read it ; for I 
lose much of what you say when you are 
speaking to me?" How deeply affecting is 
this picture of a soul following hard after God ! 
The body was at this time rapidly dissolving. 
Its oi'gans refused to perform their office ; but 
the soul lived and prospered. The spirit 
breathed in an atmosphere of its own ; while 
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the short feeble breathings of the body showed 
that its last breath would soon be drawn. 
The soul hungered and thirsted after its ap- 
propriate food ; while the body rejected the 
bread that perisheth. We insert the follow- 
ing letter, which was sent in answer to the 
above touching appeal, in the hope that it 
may comfort and cheer some poor afflicted 
one, placed in circumstances similar to those 
in which David now was : — 

" You know something," says the writer, 
** of the peace concerning which Jesus speaks 
in John xiv. 27 — * Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you : not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you/ Were you not often 
struck with the repetition of the word peace, 
the second time accompanied with the little 
word 'my?^ For my part, I think much of the 
beauty and glory of the Gospel is seen in the 
use of little words such as that one I have 
mentioned. Another remarkable example of 
the same kind occurs in this wonderfully glori- 
ous verse — * God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
beUeveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.' The whole distinguishing 
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excellence of this love of God is wrapt up in 
that little word so. What sweet things are 
these little words I 

*' Christ's peace, which he promises to give 
to his people, is very different from the world's 
peace. The world's peace, such as it is, only 
abides with the soul when affliction is away. 
The peace of the world cannot live under the 
same roof with affliction. But Christ's peace 
can. The possessor of this peace can say 
with the Psalmist — ' Surely in floods of great 
waters they shall not come nigh unto me.* 
And why is this? I think one reason is, 
because Christ's people are sure they will 
never be disappointed in getting what Christ 
has promised them when they die ; for they 
are sure of getting to heaven. He found 
them sinking down to hell through the weight 
of their own corruptions. He put forth his 
hand, and caught them, saying — * Deliver irpni 
going down to the pit.* Christ never lets go 
his hold of his people ; but they often let go 
their hold of him. Peter let go his hold of 
Christ when his faith gave way, and he felt 
himself sinking in the sea. But Jesus put 
forth his hand and caught him. He does the 
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same with the soul. Sin oflben leads the soul 
to lose sight of Christ, and when this takes 
place, the believer thinks that he is lost for 
ever ; but there is an unseen hand that grasps 
him all the while, and amid the storm which 
sin raises in the soul, there is a sweet voice 
that has said — ' Ye shall never perish/ And 
if Jesus does not forsake his people when they 
Hn, will he forsake them when they die ? Oh 
no I *He will swallow up death in victory.' 
He will give grace to die, as he gave grace 
to live. He will be near you when death 
comes. He has conquered death himself, and 
he will conquer it for you. He is not like 
those friends who stand with us only in pro- 
sperity, and flee when danger threatens. 

* Whom he loveth, he loveth to the end/ 
The Psalmist saw no terror in death : * Yea,* 
he says, 'though I walk through the dark 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for thou art with me.' Neither did Paul : 

* I have,' says he, ' a desire to depart and to 
be with Christ, which is far better.' Dear 
David, have you this desire to be with Christ, 
where no sin is ? That is a sign that Christ 
is to be with you when you die. For Jesus 
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never puts such a desire as that into the soul, 
without making all things work together for 
its fulfilment. He is like a kind father, that 
never sends for his son without also send- 
ing him money to- pay his expenses on the 
way. When the wicked die, no provision 
has been made for helping them through the 
dark valley ; and death, therefore, is to them 
aterrible calamity. But with Christ's children 
it is otherwise. He will not only welcome 
them to his Father's house, but he will assist 
them over the roughest part of the journey ; 
for, remember his own words — 'He never sends 
any a-warring on their own charges.' Dear 
David, I commend you to the care of the 
Lord Jesus, and hope through grace to meet 
you in glory. I am, your affectionate friend, 

" J. S." 
Thus it was, that by line upon line, precept 
upon precept, here a little and there a little^ 
the truth gradually unfolded itself to the mind 
of this young disciple till it possessed and fiUed 
his soul. Though one " planted" and another 
" watered," the increase was of God, who, by 
his own instruments, instilled as he would the 
precious truths of life into David's soul. 
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The following was sent by David to Mr 
Baker, on his leaving Edinburgh : — 

My vert dear Mr B., 

* • * * ♦ 

"I feel exceedingly sorry that you are 
going away for any length of time, far more 
altogether. I feel as if I had lost a father ; 
yet I trust, though absent from each other in 
the body, we may be present in spirit with 
the Lord. I send you this small book—* 
(^ Thoughts of Peace') — as a token of remem- 
brance. I am sure, though I may have lost 
your admonitions I have not lost your prayers. 
Perhaps, if you can spare time, you wiU drop 
me a letter. Oh, may I be kept pure and with- 
out offence till the day of Christ ! K I am 
spared, I shall long remember your affection- 
ate labours for me ; and, if not, may I be en- 
abled to meet with you hereafter, never to 
part. # # « * Now 

believe me, your sincere Mend and spiritual 
scholar, 

'* David Tod. 

« Sth March 1846." 

In tracing the means used for the progres- 
sive development of the Lord's work in the 
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soul of our young friend, we insert the follow- 
ing letter, received about this time from Mr B., 
(then in England,) in answer to the above. 

" My bi!ab David — ^I commenced writing- 
this evening, feeling that I had two letters to 
write, one to you, and one to a gentleman 
who had been a Unitarian minister, but who 
saw his error and had just completed his 
studies for the Church, when it pleased God 
to visit him with an alarming illness, which, 
for the present at least, disappoints all his 
hopes of usefulness as a minister — ^for his 
illness is very like yours. But he needs 
direction even more than you ; as, although 
he has renounced his false system, he has not 
fully seen how rich the truth is in consolation, 
and support, and blessedness to the soul. I 
have given him a larger letter than I expected, 
and so robbed the time from you. But, dear 
David, he being a fellow-sufferer of yours,, 
let him share your petitions, and so your own 
soul will be enlarged and watered. I trust 
you have found out that deep and full well- 
spring of joy which a knowledge of Jesus 
discovers to the soul. I trust you are drink- 
ing deeply of that river, the streams whereof 

e2 
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make glad the city of God. Seek to rest your 
necessitous soul only on Jesus — ^trust him 
entirely if you feel your deep want« Oh ! 
believe that all is in Him for time and for 
eternity ; commit your soul to him anew 
every day. Boll yourself upon Him, and he 
will keep that which is entrusted to him* 
Go to Jesus for every thing, and with no- 
thing, and you shall come away bearing spoil 
with you. Go to Jestu even for those things 
which you are apt to think you should hrin^ 
to him ; such as deeper repentance, sorrow for 
sin, love to him, holiness of heart, delight in 
God, &c. &c. Wait not till you can bring 
these things to Jesus, but go to him for them, 
or go to him toithout them, and, being 
with him, you shall receive them if needful ! 
Oh, my dear friend ! it is the deep device of 
the devil to suggest that we cannot receive 
of Christ, unless we have some little thing to 
render to him. If we know better than to 
think we must bring good works or deeds of 
merit, then the devil suggests — ^but you must 
bring feelings, * No ! ' says the word of our 
gracious and tender God — ^come, bringing 
nothing but utter destitution. You cannot be 
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too poor to come to me, for the true gold is 
-with me. You cannot be too dead to come to 
me, for I alone give life.' — Eph. ii. 1. ^ And 
you hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins ; ' you cannot be too blind 
to come to me, for I alone give sight. 2 
Cor. iv. 6. ' For God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined 
in our hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.* You cannot be too empty or worth- 
less, for I alone can fill, and in me alone is 
that which is precious. 

" K you want forgivenesSf it is to be found 
only in Jesus ; but if it be repentance you 
want, that also can be found only in him — ^if 
he gives one, he gives the other also. For this 
he is exalted to his throne on high. See Acts 
V. 31. — < Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of 
sins.' 

" But I must close with an earnest hope, 
that a deep, sure, and abiding work of grace 
is going on in your soul ; that old things are 
passing away, melting under the power of the 
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Spirit ; that a new nature is yours, and all 
things are becoming new. May that sanctify- 
ing progressive work be continued, that you 
may * go from strength to strength ! * May 
more and more grace be given, and may the 
whole work be ascribed to God the Holy- 
Spirit ! With kindest regards to your mother, 
Mrs A., and Miss T., believe me, dear David, 
most truly yours in holy bonds, 

" S. C. B/' 
The sufferings of his body did not impede, 
at this time, his communion with God. He 
was constantly in prayer in the secret of his 
soul ; he was drawing closer and closer to the 
mercy- seat. The constant repetition of his 
addresses and inward cries to the Lord, as 
they ** wearied not " Him who bids us " give 
him no rest," so they drew new streams of 
life into the sufferer's soul, and refreshed him. 
with a daily renewing. The happy frame of 
mind enjoyed by a praying soul, lasts not 
for ever, " The spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion/* though not withdrawn from God's 
children, is sometimes inactive; and those who 
live closest to God, often find, from a trying' 
experience, that they know not how to pray. 
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or " what to pray for as they ought." It was 
at such seasons that David eagerly sought the 
prayers of others. 

On one occasion, a friend was sitting up 
with him for a night ; and at midnight, when 
all the family were asleep, he called him to 
his bedside, and asked him to pray with him. 
In the lonely midnight hour, they poured 
forth their desires together in the hearing of 
Him whose ear is never heavy that it cannot 
hear. 

He was greatly delighted and comforted 
by the fact that God's people prayed for him. 
Sometimes he would say, " how I feel myself 
borne up by the prayers of the Lord's people, 
who, I know, are interceding for me at the 
mercy-seat!" He dwelt with great delight 
upon the following passage, which was one of 
his favourite Scripture texts — 1 John ii. 2 — 
*' If any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Chrbt the righteous." He 
derived great comfort from the intercessory 
work of Jesus ; and when his strength began 
to fail, so that he could no longer pray for 
himself as he wished, he would say, ^' I can- 
not now pray for myself, but I look to Jesus 



60 MEMOIR OF DAVID TOD. 

to pray for me." Doubtless the faith which 
this displayed, called forth on his behalf the 
constant intercession of the Great High Priest^ 
whom the Father heareth always. 

There seemed to be, in our departed friend, 
a well-spring of gratitude to God for all his 
mercies. Sometimes he would say, '^Even 
to the most trifling article, aU my wants are 
readily and abundantly supplied/' He seemed 
encouraged to think that he was an object of 
God's love and regard. Upon every article 
that crossed his lips^ he implored the blessing 
of God. So careful was he in this respect, 
that he would not even take his medicines 
without looking up to God for a blessing upon 
them. Often have we seen this dear boy hold- 
ing the glass in his thin wasted hand, quiver- 
ing from the effects of his disease, and then 
close his eyes in the act of prayer, ere he 
tasted its contents. One very affecting in- 
stance of this may be here related. On one 
occasion when his breakfast was placed before 
him, and he had been raised up in his bed to 
receive it, he closed his eyes, as usual, to ask 
a blessing, but continued so long that we 
thought he had forgot, and reminded him 
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that his food was before him. He raised his 
ayes again^ and closed them as formerly, which 
he repeated several times ; at last he looked 
up and said he was ready to receive it. On 
Risking him why he continued so long in ask- 
ing the blessing, he said that he had begun 
repeatedly to ask a blessing, but had been so 
overpowered with sleep that he could not for 
a long time do so intelligently. This humble 
recipient of Jehovah's bounties, struggled for 
about half an hour with bodily weakness 
before he succeeded in asking a blessing on 
his food ; and yet he would not taste it until 
this duty was performed. In this striking 
incident, the example of David affords us a 
twofold lesson— ^«f, that God is always 
to.be acknowledged, and his blessing sought, 
as the author and giver of all our comforts ; 
secondly, that this duty is not discharged 
unless the mind and heart are really engaged 
in the performance of it. 

He entertained deep views of the infinite 
evil nature of sin, and mourned under his 
corruptions. We have heard him say — " Oh, 
how I wish I could serve God without sin ! *' 
Who does not see in this at once an evi- 
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dence that lie saw the Divine glory, and desired 
above all things to promote it, while he regard- 
ed the least sin as an evil and a grievance 
from which he longed to be delivered ? Such 
was the experience of the devoted Brainerd, 
(whose memoir he had great delight in read- 
ing,) and such must be the experience of every 
true child of God. The same Spirit that 
taught the one, taught the other ; and the 
work in each case was the same. However 
much the experience of one Christian may 
differ from that of another, in some respects 
not essential, there are many features which 
they all have in common, and without whicb 
no individual is a Christian. The knowledge 
of sin is one of these. Every soul truly 
united to Christ, is enabled by the illumina- 
tion of the Spirit to see God — a sight which 
discovers sin that was never seen before ; and 
while this sense of sin leads us to an appre- 
hension of the mercy of God, it is always 
attended by a desire to be delivered from it, 
and to serve God perfectly. This, as we hav6 
seen, was the experience of dear David ; 
and most truly might it be said of him — 
*' Blessed art thou I flesh and blood hath not 
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revealed this to thee, but the Father who is 
in heaven." He felt himself to be vile, and 
undeserving of any mercy. Speaking of hea- 
ven, he would say — " Oh, to possess just the 
lowest room V* 

His submission was deep and unfeigned. 
He suflfered much, and yet he praised God in 
the midst of his affliction. One evening, when 
he and his sister were alone together, and the 
pain in his side was very severe, he remarked 
that the Lord was certainly giving him 
strength, as he felt the rod comforting as well 
as the staflFl On another occasion, referring 

to his wish of becoming a minister, he said 

" To-night I had a strong desire to live and 
preach Christ to the heathen ; but it was only 
for a little. It is evident that the purposes of 
God are fixed concerning me, and I have no 
desire that they should be changed.'* Truly 
he could say — 

« Yes, O my God ! I love thy will ! 
I will not murmur but ' be still ; ' 
I will not sigh for joys once mine. 
Which thou hast bidden me resign. 
My Father's smile, my Saviour's love. 
Foretastes by faith of joys above — 

P 
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These, with the Blessed Spirit's peace^ 
Shall bid each thought regretful cease." 

Often in the course of his illness he said, 
that when he could recognise God's hand in 
his troubles, it made them lighter. Some- 
times he looked forward with momentary 
dread to a night of pain ; but he would add — 
" When I remember that it is the will of God, 
it seems even to remove the pain, or give me 
grace and strength to bear it." Sometimes 
his great distress of body made him irritable 
for a time ; but when this feeling subsided, he 
would ask with an imploring look, whether 
he had said or done any thing implying im- 
patience or discontent in the sight of God, and 
entreat forgiveness for any act or look of 
unkindness which might have escaped him in 
his moments of suflering. A feeling of im- 
patience is not, in such circumstances, to be 
wondered at, still less complained of by 
any. The anguish of disease may wring from 
the lips the language of impatience, and even 
of discontent, while yet the heart may be right 
before God. But even this we do not remem- 
ber to have heard from the lips of David, 
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whose patience and resignation were very re- 
markable. When his mother would observe, 
** You have had a severe night's coughing/* he 
would answer — " Oh no ! " — " Your cough is 
very troublesome.*' He would say — " It is a 
little." 

He was always deeply distressed when he 
saw any thing like want of resignation on the 
part of his friends. The situation of this dear 
youth was peculiarly trying to his mother and 
sisters. Often when they looked upon his poor 
emaciated face, soon to be laid in the grave, 
they were overpowered with grief, notwith- 
standing their efforts to* prevent it. But the 
least symptom of excessive sorrow on the part 
of his friends, was regarded by him as rebellion 
against God. "Now, dear mother," he would 
s*y> " try to be fully resigned to the will of 
God. You have been kind to me ; the tender- 
ness and care with which you have watched 
over me, night and day, has been very great ; 
and if a cup of cold water given to a disciple 
will not lose its reward, what must yours be? 
You cannot err in expecting too much from 
Him." 

Then addressing his sister, who was with 
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him at the same time, he said — " Your kind- 
ness to me has also been very great, but the 
Lord loiU reward you for it. I am going-^ 
perhaps but a short time, but a step, before 
you ; and if we are the Lord's, we will see that 
he is doing what is best for you, and for me, 
and for all of us. And we shall soon, I trust, 
meet in heaven, where sin and sorrow shall 
not enter, never more to be separated. Yes! 
I feel that your kindness and care of me shall 
not be forgotten by Him." 

JFrom the time of his first serious impres- 
sions, he had been led diligently to seek the 
Lord in the use of all appointed means, and 
the result was that he attained to a high 
degree of spiritual prosperity. It were well 
if all who love the Lord would covet earnest- 
ly the best gifts. We are not straitened in 
Him, but only in our own desires. His will 
concerning all his people is, that they should 
be eminent Chistians ; and if we are not at 
times rejoicing in Christ Jesus as our Saviour, 
it is our own fault. Many a sweet glimpse of 
glory was vouchsafed to the soul of this youth- 
ful pilgrim while he journeyed to his heaven- 
ly home. One night after he was in bed. 
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when his sister went, as usual, to wish him 
good-night, he told her that he was perfectly 
happy in God his Saviour, and said that he 
had just seen clearly what a glorious thing it 
was to be a son of God, and a joint heir with 
Christ. His heart seemed filled with love to 
God, even to overflowing, and his happiest 
moments seemed to be when he could speak 
the praises of his God and Saviour. One 
night he dreamed he was in heaven, and saw 
his abode prepared for him ; abo, that he 
beheld his Saviour, who kissed him, and wel- 
comed him there. Another night he thought 
he was carried to heaven in a chariot drawn 
by angels. One morning his sister asked 
him how he felt after having spent, as she 
thought, a restless night. His reply was — '' I 
can scarcely tell you how I am in my body, 
having been completely carried away by sweet 
visions of Christ and Heaven ; but when I 
would speak of them, words fail to express 
any idea of so glorious a subject.'' 

On another occasion, when his sister was 
standing by his bedside, he asked her to come 
near to him, and to lay her head upon the pillow 

f2 
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beside him ; and then, looking upon her with 
a sweet smile, he said, in reference to his de- 
parture, which he knew was near — " My dear 

E , how I wish you could come with me ! " 

but he added, " you have something more to 
do here for Christ. It is blessed to be em- 
ployed in his cause — just to be sowing the 
seed by the wayside ; but (referring to an- 
other sister who was then in delicate health) 

J will soon follow me." The sister to 

whom he here refers, followed him to the 
grave about two months after his own death. 
We confidently believe she is now with David 
in glory ; for we heard her begin to sing the- 
new song of Moses and the Lamb before her 
departure. It was sweet to hear the brother 
delighting in the idea of being followed to 
heaven by the sister ; and sweet also to hear 
that same sister looking forward with joy to 
a meeting with that brother in Immanuel's 
happy land, where both longed so greatly to 
be. Turning to his mother, he thus addressed 
her — "My dear, dear mother, if you only knew 
how much I love you, and how deeply I feel 
your watchful and tender care over me ! but 
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Jesus loves you better still. Rest in him, 
whom you will find more than sufficient to 
supply all your wants." 

His confidence in the promises of God 
remained firm to the end. His faith in the 
work and word of Jesus was most remarkable 
to all who were privileged to be near him. 
Being once enabled to commit his soul to the 
keeping of Jesus, he seemed scarcely ever to 
lose his hold of the Saviour. He delighted 
much in the free unconditional offer of the 
Gospel, and his soul found great peace in 
meditating on such texts as the following : — 
" Isaiah Iv. 1, 6. — Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money : come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money, and with- 
out price." Verse 6. — "Seek ye the Lord 
while he may be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near." Song v. 16. — " He is altogether 
lovely." Psalm Ixxiii. 25. — " Whom have I in 
heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth 
that I desire besides thee." Rev. iii. 19. — " As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be 
zealous therefore, and repent." He delight- 
ed much in Psalm cl., which he often asked 
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his mother to read to him. His cough pre- 
vented him from sioging the praises of God ; 
but he loved to hear them sung by his family — 
an exercise in which they sometimes engaged 
in his room. He would say, " I can only join 
with my heart." When they would ask what 
Psalm he would wish to be sung^ he would say 
— ** The hundred and fiftieth. I love that 
Psalm ; it is indeed a Song of Praise. I could 
always sing it. It expresses one's feelings so 
fully on that head. 

' For oh ! etevnity's too short 
To utter all thy praise.'" 

Latterly, his sister J y whose decease 

rapidly followed his own, was much with him ; 
and it was their custom every night, when they 
parted, to give each other a text from Scrip- 
ture. They preferred God's words to their 
own, in expressing their affectionate wishes 
to each other. 

It might be truly said, that he did not fear 
to die. He spoke of his approaching end 
with calmness and resignation; and sometimes 
the thought of being so soon with his God, 
filled him with rejoicing. Let it be observed, 
however^ that he was by no means indifferent 
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to the greatness of the trial which yet awaited 
him. He regarded death as a formidable 
enemy, which the peace of Jesus alone could 
swallow up in victory. On one occasion, when 
his friend J. S. was with him, he called him to 
his bedside, and grasping his hand, said, in 
a tone of deep anxiety, " What do you think of 
my state V* His faith seemed to be, for the 
time, giving way at the prospect of what 
awaited him. His friend endeavoured to 
quiet his fears by some encouraging words, 
and then left him for a little to himself. 
After a short pause, he called him again to 
his side ; and taking hold of his hand again, 
but with altered look and manner, he said — 
*' I have seen Him " — ^meaning the Saviour — 
'*and oh, what a sight! He is altogether 
lovely- How wonderful too," he continued, 
**so soon after the darkness I" While speaking, 
his whole frame trembled with emotion. It 
really seemed as if the clay vessel were un- 
able to bear the glory of the discoveries which 
the Spirit was making to the soul of this 
dying youth. His soul was at this time a battle- 
field, on which Satan and Jesus were con- 
tending for the mastery. Satan was permitted 
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to harass his soul with fierce and fiery tempta- 
tions ; but Jesus stood by, ready in a moment 
to dispel the dark cloud, and whisper peace to 
the soul. 

" Did tempests rage, and billows rise. 
And mortal firmness shrink. 
His anchor fasten'd in the skies. 
His bark no storm could sink." 

While his outward man was perishing, hia 
inward man was renewing day by day. Al- 
though often cast down, he was never in de- 
spair. On one occasion he complained of a 
changeablenesa in his feelings ; " sometimes,'' 
he said, ^' I am strong in Christ, and at other 
times I am weak, Now, to-day I am weak, 
and inclined to be distrustful." His sister, to 
whom he made this complaint, reminded him 
of the stronghold of the believer's confidence 
— Jesus Christ — the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. " Yes," he said, " that is a 
precious assurance." He seemed to gala 
strength from this portion of Scripture, and 
dwelt with peculiar delight on the sentiment, 
" always the same," — and well he might ! 
We are always changing, but Jesus never 
changes. 
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Having committed his eternal all to Jesus, 
he never had reason to say that his confidence 
was misplaced ; and although often for a time 
overwhelmed and in perplexity, the courage 
of this young disciple always seemed to revive 
when Jesus was held up to his view. It was 
the Bible, and the Bible alone, which fed and 
supported his soul. Many of its texts were 
deeply engraven upon his memory — ^yea, and 
written by the Spirit upon the fleshly tablets 
of his heart. He delighted much in Bev. xxii. 
17. He dwelt, first upon one portion of the 
verse, then upon another. " Whosoever will," 
he would say — " All who will, let them come, 
let all come, and take — what ? the water of 
life ! what a precious fountain ! And the last 
part seems wonderful indeed — freely — yes, 
we are to take it freely, it only waits our ac- 
ceptance V* 

Speaking of 1 John ii. 2, where it is writ- 
ten, '* We have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous," he would remark 
— ** I have an advocate to whom I have given 
my case ; I have just to believe that he is able 
to conduct it for me, which I know and be- 
lieve he is. There is no advocate like the 
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Son of God himself — ^him the Father heareth 
always ; well may I trust in him who died for 
me, and is now making continual intercession 
for me, as well as for every poor sinner who 
will put his trust in him, at the right hand of 
God ! " In speaking of the Bible, he often 
tried to impress us with the necessity of read- 
ing it as a word not of comfort (done, but for 
reproof, for correction, and for instruction in 
righteousness. 

Besides mourning over his sins, this young 
disciple mourned over his increasing bodily 
infirmities, as a means of separating him from 
communion with God. On Sabbath ho would 
say — " How sweet to think that I am held up 
to-day before the Lord by his people in the 
sanctuary, particularly when I am not able to 
pray for myself 1 I cannot get more than a 
sentence at a time, yet God hears that also ! " 
One Sabbath in particular, he was very much 
overpowered with sleep ; and he complained to 
the Rev T. Guthrie on the following day, that 
he had in a manner lost the Sabbath, "and per- 
haps,'* said he, " the last I shall spend on 
earth ! " Mr Guthrie said—" WeU, David, 
although you slept, Jesus did not sleep — Jesus 
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never sleeps ; and is it not a comfort to think 
that we have always him to plead for us ?" 
On hearing this, David's eye brightened, and 
looking round he replied, " Oh, yes ! that is 
true."* He loved Mr G.'s conversation, and 
enjoyed his >dsits much, because he felt they 
brought him very near to Jesus, and that his 
words were with power. 

* [We may remark here, that it was on the day 
Mr Guthrie*0 new church was opened, and at the 
same hour, that this dear lamb, who had worshipped 
with that honoured pastor's flock, passed into the 
general assembly and church of the first-born above. 
One of the members of the congregation was on his 
way to be present at the opening of that church, 
when, in the providence of Ood, he was called to 
witness a far more glorious sight — ^the opening of 
the temple above to receive the redeemed spirit of 
dear David, aa an eternal worshipper within its 
celestial walls.] 
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CHAPTER m. 

Throughout his whole iUness, David showed 
himself not only a Christian, but a Misnanary. 
He sought and found the Saviour ; and having 
himself felt the blessedness of resting upon 
him, he laboured to persuade others to follow 
his example. True, his field for exertion on 
behalf of souls was small. He might, if 
spared, have invaded Satan's territory with 
zeal and success as a minister of the gospel, 
but that privilege was denied him. As it 
was, he could only recommend Christ to such 
as came within the narrow limits of his sick- 
chamber. Although the sphere of his useful- 
ness was limited, he felt that even within its 
narrow range he might do something for Christ. 

During his residence in the country, in the 
autumn of 1844, he seems to have begun his 
missionary work. He was very fond of little 
children, and eagerly embraced every oppor- 
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tunity of speaking a word to their souls; 
From his kind way of imparting his simple 
words of instruction, he soon gained the 
affections of all with whom he met. About 
the time when he usually took his walk, 
they were accustomed to be looking out 
for him, and, as he approached, put themselves 
in his way. On these occasions he generally 
took the opportunity of speaking to them of 
Jesus, and his love to poor lost sinners. Such 
we believe to be' the maimer in which Christ 
has instructed his people to sow the good seed 
of the word ; and who can tell how much of 
that which was sown by this youthful la- 
bourer may have taken root in the heart? 
Certain it is, that when the seed is sown in 
simple faith, and with prayer, it will spring 
up. 

An interesting example of his labours 
among the young, here occurs to us. 

Not long before he was overtaken by his 
last relapse, early in the year 1845, a little 
child of five years of age was living for a few 
weeks in the family, previously to leaving 
this country for a foreign land. She was an 
object of deep interest to David, and they 
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became much attached to each other. David 
embraced every opportunity of speaking to 
her about the things belonging to her ever- 
lasting peace, and, in order not to weary her, 
he never spoke more than a few words at a 
time. Little E ■■■ , however, became much 
interested in the subject, and asked many 
questions from her youthful instructor. 

One day shortly before her departure, they 
were conversing about the long sea voyage 
which was before her. David told her to 
bear in mind that Jesus would be at the helm 
of the ship, and that she was not to be afraid 
when the storm arose, but to look to Him who 
could, if it peased him, say, " Peace> be still/* 
and there would be a great calm. He told 
her also, that although the ship should sink 
in the sea, if she gave herself to Jesus as her 
Saviour, he would take care of her soul, and 
convey it safely to heaven. 

Neither was this all. He afterwards men- 
tioned that he had prayed with her. " Well !*' 
said he to his sister, when relating the cir- 
cumstance, and speaking with deep interest 
about this object of his solicitude, ^'I have 
made my first attempt to pray with another. I 
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never opened my mouth before in the presence 
of any human being ; but I had a strong 

desire to pray with little E , and commit 

her soul to the keeping of Jesus." 

David has now rested from this and all his 
other labours. May she who was the object 
of his instructions and prayers, follow him 
at last into the better land whither he has 
gone! 

In an early stage of his illness, the grief ox 
his family at the thoughts of his approaching 
dissolution seemed to give him pain ; but as 
his end drew near, he sought by every means 
in his power to comfort them under their 
trial, by directing them to the sweet promises 
contained in God's own word, many of 
whom are especially directed to the afflicted, 
and them that mourn. Perceiving his mother 
one day in tears — " My dear mother," said he 
with a look of peculiar tenderness, << I do feel 
for you, but try to be resigned to the will of 
God ; weep not for me. He doeth all things 
well. Oh ! cling to the Saviour, who loves his 
people with ah everlasting love, and who can 
supply your every want out of his great ful- 



ness." 



o2 
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On another occasion, observing his sister 
in great distress at the prospect of so soon 
parting with him, he regarded her for some 
time with a sweetness peculiar to himself, and 
endeavoured to comfort her, adding—*"! 
know you will miss me, but just look to 
Jesus and he will make up to you for the 
loss of me. Yes, you will find that he will 
be to you a friend who sticketh closer than 
a brother/* 

Although his bodily strength was weak 
and fast failing him, he showed himself desi- 
rous to spend his last breath in pleading 
with sinners to come to Christ. When cau- 
tioned against speaking too much, which 
generally brought on his cough, he would 
reply — " My meat and my drink is to do the 
will of my heavenly Father." The light of 
grace was about to disappear from our view, 
that it might shine for ever in a better world ; 
but he wished to make its pure bright flame 
shine before men, that they, seeing it, might 
come to the same light, and so glorify hia 
Father in heaven. How solemn were the 
warnings and entreaties which were addressed 
by this young disciple to many whom ha 
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Anxiously sought to bring to the Saviour! 
" Oh! turn to the Lord," he would say, " while 
it is day ; do not think of me : I am only a 
sinful worm, but one who has been taught 
the value of the soul ; and for that I am now 
constrained to beseech of you to leave the 
path on which you are now travelling, for if 
you proceed further your soul will be lost for 
ever. Oh ! rather come to a God of love, such 
as I have found him to be, and you will find 
that he will not cast out anv that come 
unto him through Christ Jesus, our Lord, 
who died to redeem us from all sin." We 
cannot forbear inserting the following letters 
which he wrote to a friend, for the welfare 
of whose soul he was anxious. 

'< 10th March 1845. 
'<Mt dear A——*. I desire to make a 
few remarks on a subject which I hope may 
be attended with the Divine blessing. You 
know that the end of all things is death, and 
that before death we must be prepared for 
either state : we have a happy eternity offered 
to us in Christ, whom if we receive all will be 
joy and peace. Both you and I may well 
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practically know the way of sin, and the mi- 
series and woes which must follow. Now in 
this I wish to show you, as well as I can, how 
to come to Christ ; so I trust that this letter 
is his own, not mine. * Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come to the waters, and buy wine 
and milk without money, and without price/ 
Now, as man has nothing but sin, this offer 
suits him exactly ; nothing to pay, all free. 
Oh! thirst after these waters; I earnestly 
pray that they may run through your soul 
like a stream ; pray for faith to trust your aU 
to Christ, who is all in all. Oh ! strive after 
saving faith and love ; pray that he may sell 
you gold tried in the fire that thou may'st be 
rich ; and if you do this, Jesus will enter in, 
and will sup with you, and you with him. 
(Read carefully Rev. xvii. to the end.) You 
will find, if you ask the Spirit's blessing and 
teaching, this will make you wise unto salva- 
tion. Mark xi. ; it is a most excellent chapter ; 
thereafter study the 2d chap, of Eph., which 
shows us that we were dead by nature, and 
that God has received us up to sit with Jesus 
in heavenly places — for what ? for the riches 
of his mercy, and for the love wherewith he 
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loved us. You see here again that there is 
nothing to pay — 

" Free to that sacred fountain all 
Without a price may go." 

You may think you know all these things, and 
have no need to be told them, but it is not the 
knowing, but the seeing and doing, particularly 
the seeing, which is the work of the Holy Spirit 
alone. I know well enough, but then I must 
pray for the Spirit to make me see. The way 
we can feel our sins most is, when the light of 
Christ shines into the soul, and shows us the 
state we are in ; and then he for ever lightens 
the soul of the believer. — I am ever yours. 

" David Tod." 

To the Same. 

" 13th March. 
« < Fear God and keep his commandments ; 
this is the whole duty of man,' Eccl. xii. 13. 
We ought to fear God as a pleasure, as well 
as a duty ; what are we that we should de- 
spise the living God ? if we despise Him now, 
he will laugh at our calamity, and mock when 
our fear cometh. What are we that we should 
disobey him ; we who are but worms of the 
dust? Oh! let each of us turn from our 
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wickedness and live, for it is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God. Oh I 
let us turn. Oh ! my dear friend, you must 
turn now, or you may turn nefoer ; give up 
grasping for the straws, and accept of the 
crown which hangs above your head ; turn 
and repent ; repentance is not only the griev- 
ing for past sins, but also a resolute deter- 
mination to avoid them in future. Oh ! 
accept of Jesus as your Saviour ; he loves you 
while he pities you for going on in your sin. 
Oh ! look to him and be saved ; receive him ; 
the Spirit will help you if you ask him : * If 
ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him ? ' How very encouraging is this ! 
By the Spirit you are enabled to lay hold on 
Christ, and receive everlasting life from Him ; 
and then, oh, how pleasant to lie down at 
night, feeling that no evil can befall you, and 
to rise in the morning in the same feeling, to 
look up to Jesus in love all day ! Oh, what 
a privilege to walk with God ! he ever walka 
with us to protect us. What a blessed thought I 
you would then live in perpetual joy and 
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felicity, doing good, and mingling with those 
who are striving; your spiritual strength 
would then be increased, and you would die 
in the same. Now, believe me your sincere 
friendy 

" David Tod. 
" Oh ! that you may do this.** 

On one occasion, when visited by a com- 
panion to whom he was greatly attached, he 
sat up in his bed, and spoke nearly to the 
following effect — " My time is nearly gone, 
and I have nothing to leave you, but I leave 
you to Jesus. Oh 1 choose him for your friend, 
now that you are in health, and he will be 
with you in life and in death, as he is with me 
now in the time of my trial. Yes, I will fear 
no evil, for thou art with me. What would 
have been my state had I left my preparation 
till now ? A deathbed is not the time to pre- 
pare for that great change. Oh! do seek 
your Saviour now, and you will never have 
cause to regret it. Tour time on earth may 
be long, but it may be short ; at all events 
you are sure of death some time, and oh, be 
reiady, and he will support you whenever it 
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may come upon you, as you see him now 
supporting and comforting me. Now, fare- 
well, as I cannot speak longer. May you be 
Christ's/' 

The interviews which he had with his for- 
mer companions were deeply affecting to all 
who witnessed them. Here was this lovely 
youth standing upon the shore of time, ready 
to launch into a vast eternity, calling upon 
isinners to come to that Sa^Hiour whom he 
himself had found to be a safe, and the only 
refuge in that trying hour. He was moving 
away to his heavenly home, but his finger was 
seen pointing to Calvary ; and while the cold 
grasp of death had wellnigh stifled his speech, 
a faint yet solemn voice was heard from the 
dying boy, saying, jP?e«/rotn the wrath to come* 

It is solemn, in any circumstances, to be 
told of death, judgment, and eternity. Well 
may the world be arrested at the mention of 
the wrath and curse of God, which abideth 
on the workers of iniquity. Well may every 
sinner in these circumstances cry out. What 
must I do to be saved ? and under the impulse 
of an alarmed conscience betake himself to 
the blood of Jesus. But surely if in any cir- 
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oumstances it is reasonable to expect that men 
should attend to the 'things that concern their 
peace^ it is doubly so when we are invited to 
perform this duty by one in such circum- 
stances as David now was. It may be said of 
him with peculiar force, that he spoke because 
he believed. While he preached to us he was 
within view of the eternal world. He saw 
opening up to his view the long vista of eter- 
nity. He felt what it must be to spend all 
this endless duration among the scorching 
waters of the lake of fire ; and at the thought 
of this terrible alternative, he raised his feeble 
voice in accents of the most solemn warning 
and entreaty to all with whom he came in 
eontact, to flee from the wrath to come. On 
the other hand, resting his soul in all the 
confidence of faith on Jesus' finished work, 
he felt in much of its sweetness the bliss of 
being for ever with the Lord in heaven ; and 
its he thought of the encouragement given 
to all sinners to come to the Saviour, he 
sought to woo and win all with whom he 
met, to the open arms of the gracious Lamb 
of God. 

He spoke, therefore, in sincerity. May th^ 

H 
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impression of his warnings ever remain on our 
hearts, and the recollection of them be so con- 
tinually fresh in our minds, that we may find 
*' he, being dead, yet speaketh ! " His words 
were from the heart ; and shall we, or any to 
whom a departing saint delivers his dying coun- 
sels, slight and overlook them ? If so, we grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God in no ordinary degree, 
and are in danger of bringing upon ourselves 
swift destruction in this awful form — ^he is 
joined to his idols, let him alone. 

He took particular notice of the day of his 
birth, 2d April. On the morning of the last 
birthday he spent on earth, he called his 
mother and sisters to his side, and affection- 
ately kissing each of them, he said — " Wish 
me not many happy returns on earth, but 
wish me safely in heaven ! '* 

A short time before his death he expressed an 
earnest desire to commemorate the death of 
Jesus by partaking of the sacrament of the Sup- 
per. He wished the presence of his mother and 
sisters only. Another invalid, however, living 
at that time in the family, was, at her own 
request, carried into David's sick-chamber to 
partake of the blessed feast. She was old and 
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infirm, but she loved' Jesus, and David and 
she were much together until the latter part 
of his illness. Much sweet intercourse had 
this aged and this youthful disciple about the 
better land into which they were both hasten- 
ing. This sweet communion accordingly took 
place, and the Bev. D. Drummond, at David's 
request, conducted the service. It was a 
solemn, and. yet a blessed meeting, at which 
the great Master of the feast was evidently 
present, sealing his own unto himself. The 
holy joy and. deep solemnity manifested by 
David on this occasion,. will never be forgotten 
by those who were present with him. 

We cannot conclude this brief sketch of 
our departed friend, without noticing a deeply 
affecting circumstance which took place shortly 
before his death. A day or two before this 
event, he divided his books among his friends. 
To his mother he left his Bible, and the scene 
which took place when he bequet^thed to her 
what he regarded as his most valuable legacy, 
will never be forgotten by those who witness- 
ed it. Exerting the little strength which still 
remained, he raised himself in bed, and with 
one hand clasped round his mother's neck. 
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and the other, in which he held the sacred 
volume, raised to heaven, he offered up a fervent 
prayer that the blessing of Gtod might ac- 
company the gift ; that He might cast light on 
every line it contained, and that it might 
bring life and peace to her soul; that she 
might find Christ in it as her Saviour ; that 
it might be her comfort and solace through 
life, and her stay and ground of rejoicing 
in death. At the conclusion of this prayer, 
he gave his mother the sacred volume. AU 
present were melted into tears during thia 
touching scene, at the end of which the poor 
invalid sank down upon his bed, overpowered 
with the exertion which he had made. 

His attachment to his mother was very 
great. Sometimes he would say to her — ** My 
dear mother. Oh ! live to Christ. Some time 
ago I had a wish to live on your account, and 
was greatly delighted at the prospect of doing 
something for Christ on earth, in making 
known the glad tidings of salvation to lost 
sinners ; but since then I have seen it to be 
the Lord*3 purpose to take me to himself. I 
have seldom, thanks be to God, had even a 
wish to live." 
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About six o'clock on the morning of his de- 
parture, being 18th April 1845, a visible change 
for the worse was observed in his countenance. 
His glazed eye and death-like paleness, plainly 
proclaimed that the time was now nearly come 
when he would go to be with his Saviour. 
Being restless and uneasy in bed, he wished to 
be removed to a chair by the fire, which was 
with some difficulty accomplished. But as the 
change did not give him the relief he sought, 
he was again removed to his bed. He now 
spoke with difficulty. After a while he was 
' again, at his own request, removed to his chair 
by the fire. He then asked what o'clock 
it was, and remarked — ^' This will be the 
day" — ^meaning the day of his death. He 
then enquired if the Doctor would soon 
come. He greatly loved Dr B., and always 
looked forward with delight to his visits, 
although he was sensible he could do him no 
good. His sister answered that it was about 
ten, and asked him if he could see Jesus. 
Slowly raising his eyes to heaven, he answer- 
ed — "O yes! I always see him, precious, 
lovely f hcly Jesus.'' Having said this, his eyes 

again closed, and he fell into a kind of slumber. 

h2 
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Soon afterwards the Doctor paid him his last 
visit, and was welcomed by him with his 
usual sweet smile. He was then laid again 
upon his bed, never to leave it until he was to 
be carried to his grave. About twelve o'clock 
several inmates of the house entered the room. 
While all were standing around his couch, he 
looked up and said, in a low feeble tone of voice 
*— -^' This poor man cried, the Lord hearkened 
and heard, and delivered him out of all his 
distresses." The Mends who were gathered 
around his couch were then pointed out to 
him. His dim and glazed eye rested for' 
a moment upon each, while he slowly pro- 
nounced their names, one affcer another, with 
a sweet look of recognition. All then knelt 
down by his side, and one of the company, 
who was accustomed to speak and pray with 
David during his illness, prayed with him now 
for the last time. Knowing that the awful 
struggle with the last enemy approached, they 
joined in commending him to the care and 
keeping of Jesus. During the time of prayer 
he opened his eyes several times upon the 
company, and then raised them to heaven with 
a sweet smile on his countenance, as if he 
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already saw heaven opening to receive him. 
The cough threatened to trouble him, and he 
was offered a teaspoonful of wine and water, 
but he declined it with a gentle motion of the 
head, as if afraid of interrupting the com* 
munion in which his soul was evidently en- 
gaged* When prayer was concluded, he laid 
his head back upon the pillow, supported 
by his mother, and with a sweet smile upon 
his countenance, he calmly and without a 
struggle fell asleep in Jesus. 

Thus died the young disciple at the early 
age of sixteen years. His short bright course 
we have endeavoured to delineate from its 
commencement to its close. We cannot doubt 
that his happy spirit passed into glory. 

A friend writes thus :— >^^ On the evening 
preceding dear David's death, I visited him, 
and not having seen him for some time, was 
much grieved at the change visible in his 
countenance, a few months before so full 
of health and beauty, but now pale and 
emaciated; yet the same sweet smile was 
there, and I received from him the 8am# 
kindly greeting as ever. 
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** Whfle gazing on the calm and holy peaoe 
which overspread the face of this young 
Chrbtian, I felt that his was indeed the peace 
which passeth all understanding, and which 
can only he experienced by those who, like 
him, have cast themselves, as poor lost sinners, 
at the foot of the Cross, and have obtained 
access to the Father by the peace-speaking 
blood of Jesus. 

** We conversed together only for a short 
while, as I feared to fatigue his wasted frame ; 
but, from the few remarks he made, I could 
see that his soul was dwelling under the 
shadow of Jesus' wing, and that Christ was 
an in all to him. On making a remark to 
him about having an interest in the Saviour, 
he said solemnly — < Ah ! I have not to seek 
that luno,' Truly this sentence speaks volumes 
to us ! A death-bed, with all its weakness 
and pain, is not the fittest time to seek the 
salvation of the soul. The mind is then too 
much enfeebled by disease, to permit of its 
giving that earnest attention which is needful 
to the right understanding of God's method 
of saving a sinner ; and it has been well said 
by one, that * in the word of God we have 
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one instance of a sinner finding mercy at the 
eleventh hour that no one may despair, and 
but one that no one may presume.' On rising 
to leave, he grasped my hand and said earnest- 
ly — * You need not go away, stay with me/ 
He loved to have those near him who spoke of 
Jesus. The next morning I stood by his couch, 
to witness the departure of his spirit to glory, 
for he was evidently fast sinking. I shall 
never forget the holy smile that lighted up 
his countenance as he gazed on us all, as 
we stood weeping around his bed, with a 
look that seemed to compassionate us who 
were still doomed to linger in the wilder- 
ness, while he was so soon to be with the 
Saviour whom he loved. The closing scene 
was perfect peace. 

' Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord/ *' 

Brother, thou art gone to rest, 

"We will not weep for thee ; 
For thou art now where oft on earth 

Thy spirit longed to be. 

Brother, thou art gone to rest. 

Thine is an early tomb ; 
Bat Jesus snmmon'd thee away. 

Thy Saviour call'd thee. home. 
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Brother, thon art gone to rest. 
Thy toils and cares are o'er ; 

And sorrow, pain, and sufFering now. 
Shall ne'er distress thee more. 

Brother, thou art gone to rest,- 
Thy sins are all forgiven. 

And saints on high have welcomed thee 
To share the joys of heaven. 

Brother, thou art gone to r«st. 
And this shall be our prayer — 

That when we reach our journey's end^ 
Thy glory we may share. 



The reader has now been presented with a 
brief memoir of one whose life, if unmarked 
with striking incidents— such as give interest 
to the lives of many — ^was memorable as illus- 
trating the progressive, effectual work of 
grace, in the calling of a soul out of the 
darkness of guilt and sin, and its preparation, 
by trials, for a happy reception into the king- 
dom of light and glory. The reader may 
now trace the work of grace from its com- 
mencement to its close, when, like a stream 
that is lost in the waters of the ocean, the 
grace of earth merged into the glory of the 
upper sanctuary. 
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Into this glorious repose David's soul has 
now settled down for ever. We have traced 
his progress to that end, and we have seen 
how, his mind being calmed into a happy 
rest through the effectual word of gospel 
truth, he was permitted to proceed, although 
through much tribvlaHony till the end was 
reached, and that end was peace. 

It is in taking such a complete view of the 
whole course of a Christian, in seeing its 
beginning, progress, and end, that we disr 
cover the unspeakable superiority of his hap- 
piness to that of the man of the world. The 
life of a child of God differs from that of 
the children of the world in this important 
particular — that his is happy as a whole, — 
while theirs is happy only in its parts. The 
worldling has, we will allow, a happy life ; he 
is happy in his possessions ; — he is prosperous 
and wealthy ; he is happy in his enjoyments ; 
he has sources of amusement into which he 
can enter ; he is happy in his family or <mso- 
fiiates ; they are accomplished and cordial — he 
is therefore a happy man ; but his life is happy 
only in its parts ; — ^he is happy only in the 
things which make up life ; but now, take his 
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life as a whole, is it a happy life ? to what do 
all these things tend ? in what do they issue ? 
what great crowning gain do they combine 
to work out for him ? none, EEis life has been 
made up of happiness ; but it has not made 
him happy, neither has it left him so. 

But how different is a Christian's life ! it 
is generally a path of sorrow ; it is not mad^ 
up of present happiness ; but frequently of 
a succession of trials. Disappointment, hu- 
miliation, and the privation of many objects of 
present delight, are bitter ingredients often 
mingled in his cup of sorrow. Although there 
is running through the whole of his course a 
deep hidden under-current of rich and real 
enjoyment, his life is of so diversified a cha- 
racter^ that, when seen only in its parts, it 
appears any thing but a happy life. Who 
that saw our dear young friend in solitude^ 
when so early cut off from the enjoym^its of 
youth; or during his sufferings, when his 
strength was decaying, and there remained 
no apparent source of enjoyment, or even 
power to enjoy, would say, that his was truly 
a happy life ? 

But view such a life as a whole— see it not 
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in its parts, but in its completion— take one 
part with another— see sorrows preceding 
joys, and preparing the way for them — see 
humiliation making a way for exaltation, 
tears for smiles, sighs for songs — see soli'- 
tude sanctifying, and suffering strengthen- 
ing the inner man — >take such a life as a 
perfected system, as a pre-ordered and well- 
finished plan ; and then you shall discern that 
it is one of exquisite happiness-^it is literally 
the fferfoction of happiness — ^it is God's own 
workmanship in God's own way — it is arranged 
and regulated according to his infinite and 
unerring wisdom : every thing has a place, a 
time, a degree, a duration ; and all things in 
it, even the most minute and the most seem- 
ingly adverse, have been working together, 
with consummate adaptation, to bring about, 
according to God's eternal purpose, the most 
glorious end — even the everlasting salvation 
of the soul, and its preparation to stand among 
the redeemed above. 

The time shaU come when every Christian 
will from this high position be permitted to 
look back and survey his whole life thus map- 
ped out^ and see at one glance that *^ good- 

I 
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ness and mercy have followed him all the 
days of his life ; " and all things have been 
always co-operating for his good. But this 
we cannot yet see in our own case. For 
cur race is not yet fully run, nor our course 
complete ; but we may have some faint view 
of it when we take the finished course of 
some saint, and suffer the mind to scan it 
as a whole. Take, for instance, David, or 
Job, or Peter. How many dark spots and 
bitter drops mark the life of each of these ! 
To see them in various stages of their history, 
we might well call the banished king, the 
suffering patriarch, or the weeping apostle, 
" a man of sorrows; " — ^but put all the events 
of each life together, and who would not call 
each of them supremely happy ? — And thus, 
let the humbler course of the subject of this 
memoir be viewed as a whole, and who does 
not count him happy ? who does not see that 
his very crosses contributed to his happiness ? 
that the very afflictions to which he so calmly 
submitted, were working out for him the feu* 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
in which they have now all resulted ? 

The life of David, then, though it be undis- 
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tinguished with striking incident, leaves for 
us, who recall the dealings of God with his 
soul, most profitable and salutary lessons. 
The writer of these concluding lines, on re- 
calling the contents of the preceding memoir, 
feels his mind impressed especially with these 
three things. 

I. — The deep importance of an early hnow^ 
ledge of the Scriptures, David was not only 
early instructed in the Bible, but he took 
pleasure in hearing and searching for its 
sacred treasures. The Bible is peculiarly 
adapted to be an eaHy book ; its narratives 
are inimitable for interest and beauty. We 
do not wonder to see David delighting in 
hearing the simple narrative of his namesake, 
and his victorious contest with Goliath ; it is a 
true story, possessing all the charm of fiction. 
Little children are soon delighted with the 
marvellous, they love to read strange tales of 
giants, and are especially delighted with such 
stories when the hero or heroine is a youthful 
person. But how fearfully pernicious, as well 
as totally unprofitable, are such unreal marvels 
as children often have put into their hands ! 
With what false notions do fairy tales and 
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fabulous histories impress the mind at that ten* 
der age ; when every impression that is made 
is the seed of some future trait in the charac- 
ter. Such imaginary works ought then to be for 
^ver banished from the nursery ; and parents 
who permit the seeds of folly to be thus early 
sown, cannot but be fearfully responsible, nor 
can they avoid seeing in future years the 
effects of their misguidance in the bent which 
the mind takes when its powers are mature. 
And how readily may such distortions of the 
truth be given up when G-od has provided so 
excellent a substitute in the narratives of holy 
writ ! Let but parents begin very soon to read 
with their children, and explain to them in the 
simple language a mother knows how to 
speak and a child to understand, such stories 
as that of David and Goliath, with which the 
Old Testament abounds ; and they will soon 
find their children attracted and engaged with 
a love, not of marvellous fiction, but of mar- 
vellous truth ; they will deposit in the infant 
minds the indestructible seeds of truth, which 
years will mature rather than eradicate ; they 
will implant in them also the embryo ideas 
of all the great doctrines of religion, of which 
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after acquisitions in Divine knowledge will only 
be an expansion and enriching. Thus, from 
often meditating on the wondrous tale of the 
shepherd boy's conflict with the giant — how 
many may we suppose were the lessons which 
our dear young friend in his infancy acquired. 
He would receive an impression of the great- 
ness, the majesty, the power of God ; his love 
and favour to his people ; the weakness of the 
strongest who is against him, and the strength 
of the weakest who is on his side. He would 
receive an impression also of the readiness with 
which God hears, answers, and assists the hum- 
blest of those who call on Him, and the efficacy 
of simple faith and reliance on his name. 
The youthful reader would thus receive, im- 
perceptibly to himself, strong encouragement 
to come to God, would form a fixed desire to 
be on the Lord's side, and be ready to enter 
with zeal and hope on the conflict of life, im- 
pressed within assurance, that God is able to 
give him strength, and to bring him off a 
conqueror in the end. The writer feels as- 
sured, though he knew David only a short 
time before his last iUness, that his early love 

of Scripture had a sanctifying effect on his 

i2 
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mind, and prepared him in after years to re** 
ceive with meekness and profit those saving 
truths which proved the comfort and support 
of his soul. From what he has seen also in 
similar and contrary cases of good or evil^ the 
writer cannot too strongly urge on parents to 
begin early with the Bible, to make it the 
ttory-hook of childhood, to detach the portions 
or direct to those parts which, in the Old and 
New Testament, contain complete narratives, 
such as children can understand ; and while 
they are read with reverence, dwelt upon, and 
repeated again and again, to make them 
objects of delight and interest, not a task but 
a treat. Since God has formed the youthful 
mind to love stories, and since God has sup- 
plied such stories, who can doubt but this is 
teaching in God*s way, and according to his 
will ; and who can tell how rich the blessing 
which may result ? 

U. The equal importance of a clear ibnoto* 
ledge of the way of salvation. The writer 
feels assured that faith is often feeble because 
it has not sufficient substance to grasp or suffi* 
cient ground to rely on. Many things may 
cause religious feeling, or religious desire, or 
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even religious practice, when real faith is 
wanting, because no clear knowledge has 
been obtained of that which is to he believed; 
the ^in^er would go to heaven, and would be 
as he ought to be — he sets out, but he wastes 
time and loses strength, because he has not 
clearly ascertained the way. He has not 
studied his guide-book, and with every long- 
ing to reach the end, the desire is not realized, 
for he is not clear about the way. 

From what the writer knew of David, and 
from what the reader may see of him in this 
little book, it seems clear that one object of 
his instructors was to give him a distinct 
knowledge of this way — ^to show him both the 
map and the corresponding guide-book — to 
show him the method of salvation— the plan 
as laid down in God's word — to convince him 
of his absolute need — and of the supply for 
that need which the Lord has made in the 
gospel. It was the acquisition of this that 
gave so satisfactory a character and so health- 
ful a colour to David's subsequent religious 
course— he was not walking on in the dark- 
he had found the lamp and he took it with him 
— he had discovered the actual spring of life, 
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and thenceforth not only desired it but drank 
of it, and was refreshed even in solitary hours 
by its clear and purifying waters. 

Strongly, therefore, would the writer re- 
commend to all who are in doubt or in per- 
plexity, or who obtain little comfort in reli- 
gion, to seek for this Divine spring of pure 
truth-^o allow themselves to yield to no 
more fears or doubts until they have earnestly 
set themselves to study the actual gospel 
scheme as set forth in Scripture, (and, as he 
believes, expounded in the course of this 
book ;) and if, after such study of the truth as 
it is in Jesus, they find that the gospel ex- 
cludes them from hope, or does not set before 
them large provisions for every possible need, 
then and only then to give way to doubts of 
acceptance or fear of eternity. The writer 
feels sure that such a passage as that in 
Eom. iii. 23, 24, " All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God : being justified 
freely by his grace, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus," contains a sufficient cor- 
dial for every spiritual distress, which it would 
yield abundantly to every soul that dwelt upon 
and discovered its invaluable treasures. 
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When once the gospel truth is implanted 
in the heart, there is no end to the discoveries 
which it opens out to the soul: it is like the 
unsealing of a spring, whose waters from that 
time well up and spread — it is the opening of 
a fountain "of living waters, springing up 
unto everlasting life." May the reader then 
be led to search the Scriptures, (or with David 
to scrutinise,) and to seek the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, who " shall guide into all truth*' 
those who are diligently seeking it. The way 
is so plain, that the simplest understanding 
taught of the Spirit can have a perfectly 
clear knowledge of it; yet it is such, that 
the loftiest intellect without this holy guide 
must surely miss it. Study alone will never 
teach us the truth as it is in Jesus; but study 
sanctified, will lead those who have found the 
truth into richer depths, and so consecrate all 
the discoveries of the mind, as to make them 
illustrative of the mysteries of grace. 

III. The last subject which the writer finds 
occasion to notice from this narrative is, the 
necessity of adding to the discovery of God's 
truth — the doing of God's toilL A legal 
spirit is to be avoided, if salvation is supposed 
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to depend on, or result from keeping the com- 
mandments — but a legal spirit is to be culti- 
vated, if by it we understand a strict con- 
formity to Qod's law. Grace does not re- 
lax the law, but adds new precepts, and makes 
aU more binding by the constraint of love. 
No one can read this narrative without no- 
ticing David's minute particularity in this re- 
spect. The writer has seen and been much 
struck with the acute sense which David had 
of the necessity of obedience — a sense which 
became even more tender when he knew more 
clearly the extent of his debt of love, how it 
was increased by the very freeness of Christ's 
salvation. This will account for his expressed 
desire, " Oh, how I wish I could serve God 
without sin I " This will account for his ex- 
act watchfulness over his temper and thoughts, 
and especially it will account for the remark- 
able disposition to praise God which he 
evinced. It is in the path of holy obedi- 
ence that we learn to sing the song of praise. 
It is in delighting to keep God's law that we 
learn to adore the lawgiver. It is when we 
honour God*s holy precepts that he permits us 
to render true honour to his holy name. 
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David would not suffer the smallest thing to 
pass his lips till he had acknowledged God 
in it, and rendered thanks ; and it is remark- 
able how, when his course drew near its close, 
he took especial delight in singing one of the 
sweetest of the Temple songs, that musical 
psalm of praise, which, since it is given by the 
spirit of inspiration, we may well suppose bears 
a close resemblance to the Hallelujahs sung in 
the courts of heaven. And since it was David's 
favourite psalm, we shaU be excused for sub- 
joining it as the song he loved on earth, and 
is now singing more perfectly in heaven. 

Hallelujah ! 

Praise Ood in his sanctuary. 

Praise Him in the firmament of his power. 

Praise Him for his mighty acts. 

Praise Him according to his excellent greatness. 

Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet. 

Praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

Praise Him with the timbrel and dance. 

Praise Him with the stringed instrument and 

organs. 
Praise Him upon the loud cymbals. 
Praise Him upon the high-sounding cymbals. 
Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. 
Hallelujah! — Psalm CL, 

THE END. 
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